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REF: (A) MOSCOW 13150. (B) MOSCOW 12762 

1 . SCI COUNSELOR SEPTEMBER 17 WAS TOLD BY NOVIKOV, VICE 
CHAIRMAN OF INTERKOSMOS, THAT PETROV IS STILL QUITE ILL AND IN 
THE HOSPITAL WITH JAUNDICE. NOVIKOV SAID PETROV WAS DUE TO LEAVE 
THE HOSPITAL WITHIN A WEEK, BUT SHOULD THERE BE A DELAY IN HIS 
RECOVERY, IT MIGHT AFFECT HIS PARTICIPATION IN OCTOBER DISCUSSIONS 
IN WASHINGTON. 

2. NOVIKOV SAID QUOTE THERE IS NO OFFICIAL DECISION AT THIS TIME 
CONCERNING A POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT FOR PETROV AT THE OCTOBER TALKS, 
BUT IF THERE SHOULD BE A REPLACEMENT IT WOULD BE AT THE VICE PRE- 
SIDENT OF ACADEMY LEVEL. SOME OF US, HOWEVER, FEEL THAT ACADEMI- 
CIAN KOTELNIKOV IS NOT AS WELL INFORMED AS PETROV ALTHOUGH HE 
WOULD BE THE LIKELY SUBSTITUTE. END QUOTE 

3. COMMENT: PETROV WOULD PROBABLY BE A BETTER NEGOTIATOR 
SINCE HE IS MUCH MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE DETAILS OF 
POSSIBLE FUTURE SPACE COOPERATION AND WILL ALSO BE THE 

ONE TO IMPLEMENT ANY OF THE AGREEMENTS REACHED IN WASHINGTON. 
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4. ONE POSSIBLE CHANGE IN PETROV'S SCHEDULE WOULD BE TO DROP THE 
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CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE AND GO DIRECTLY TO WASHINGTON FOR THE OCTO- 
BER 19 MEETING. PETROV'S MEDICAL CONDITION SHOULD BE CLARIFIED 
IN THE NEXT WEEK OR TWO. 

5. THE SOVIETS ARE MOST CONCERNED THAT THE US NOT RECEIVE THE 
WRONG SIGNAL ABOUT THE FORTHCOMING NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD PETROV BE 
UNABLE TO ATTEND. IT ALSO APPEARS THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE ADVANCE US REACTION TO A POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE OCTOBER 19 MEETING SHOULD PETROV BE UNABLE TO ATTEND. 
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